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The 5th International Young Geotechnical Engineers' Conference (5thiYGEC) was held
from August 31 to September 1, 2013 at École des Ponts ParisTech in Marne-la-Vallée,
France. We, Nicholas Beier (University of Alberta) and Vincent Goreham (Dalhousie
University/Stantec Consulting), were selected by the Canadian Geotechnical Society
(CGS) to attend the conference. Both the CGS and the Canadian Foundation for
Geotechnique provided us financial aid to attend. The 5thiYGEC was held in conjunction
with the 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering
(18thICSMGE), held from September 2 to 6, 2013 in Paris, France which also allowed us
the opportunity to attend that conference.
The 5thiYGEC was attended by 164 delegates from 57 countries, with roughly equal
representation between academia and practicing members. For the first time, the
conference invitation was extended beyond selected society members and allowed any
young geotechnical engineer to attend the conference. This change nearly doubled the
attendance from the 4thiYGEC held in Alexandria, Egypt in 2009. All delegates were
required to submit a short technical paper and to deliver a presentation.
The technical discussions covered a broad range of geotechnical topics including
foundations, slope stability, modeling, soil behaviour, contaminant transport,
remediation and case studies. Many presentations generated significant discussion and
fostered collaborations and sharing of ideas. This discussion also provided insight and
perspective into geotechnical practice from the around the world. A social gala held
after the first day allowed the delegates to continue the discussions and develop
friendships that will undoubtedly continue into the future.
Since 2009, the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering
(ISSMGE) formed the "Student and Young Member Presidential Group". The purpose
of this group is to enhance the membership and participation of that demographic
within ISSMGE conferences and technical committees. All young geotechnical
engineers are encouraged to join (refer to www.issmge.org for more information).
Highlights of the 18thICSMGE included Suzanne Lacasse’s delivery of the Terzaghi
Oration, “Protecting society from landslides – the role of the geotechnical engineering”
and the first R. Kerry Rowe Lecture by Charles Shackelford, “The role of diffusion in
environmental geotechnics”.
Attending the 5thiYGEC and the 18thICSMGE provided us a rare opportunity to develop
contacts and friendships with geotechnical engineers throughout the world as well as to
broaden our perspective on geotechnical engineering. We would like to thank the CGS
and the Canadian Foundation for Geotechnique for this unique and memorable
experience.

Attendees of the 5thiYGEC.

